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Lichfield 41 Club: Treasurer’s Report for year 2019/2020 

Please note that both Auditors have examined the financial records of the Club for the year under 
review and have confirmed that the accounts which have been prepared are consistent with those 
records. Due to prevailing circumstances, it has not been possible at this time to obtain their 
signatures on the accounts presented but that omission will be rectified once current social 
isolation measures have been lifted. 

Subscriptions 

All members bar one paid their subscriptions by the end of June 2019 and were 
rewarded with the prompt payers’ reduction of £10. After two reminders, the final 
member to pay remitted his subscription during February 2020 together with a 
comment that the Club’s subscription was too high compared with other local 41 
Clubs, thereby making multiple memberships costly. 38 Members who form the 
core of our Club’s membership were declared to National for Capitation Fees, 
which amounted to £551. 

Sales 

Sales hit a high note, with items costing £6 having been sold! Remaining stock is 
valued at £109. 

Events and Meals 

Following the AGM in April 2019, at which Members consumed £182 worth of wine 
at the the expense of the Club Account, the year’s excellent programme started 
with the Summer BBQ, which yielded a surplus of £81, followed by the Aston Hall 
excursion, which was self-balancing. Similarly, the International Night substitute, a 
visit to a Aldridge 41 Club dinner at Aston Wood Golf Club, was a breakeven affair, 
although the Charity Account benefitted from a magnificent surplus of £218 earned 
at the Remembrance Day lunch, mostly down to the Club Vintner, Mac Cummings, 
being able to buy Premier Cru quality wine in bulk from his personal supplier in 
Portugal for next to nothing and then selling the unused stock to Chairman Andrew 
and others at a small (!) mark-up. 

The consumption of free wine at the Christmas meeting was yet another self-
inflicted, but enjoyable, drain on Club resources, this time to the tune of £224. 
Based on the aforementioned notional membership of 38, for which a Capitation 
Fee of £14.50 per head was paid, I calculate that each member also consumed 
£10.68 worth of free wine during the year, thus making our early-payment 
subscription of £35 seem quite a bargain! 

The Ladies’ Luncheon was held in February 2020 during the wettest weekend seen 
since Noah’s time but, nevertheless, produced a welcome surplus of £59. 

Once again, a few brave souls volunteered to man the Christmas Float for Round 
Table for one night, whilst our friends enjoyed their Christmas Party. Our Club’s 
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share of the income for helping out in this way was a splendid £475, which has 
been placed in the Charity Account. 

Sadly, I had to miss President’s Night due to illness, but was still able to be heavily 
involved remotely with the collection of payments from attendees. Pleasingly, only 
a small deficit of £20 was incurred after the Club had met the meal costs of the 
speaker and the National representative. Well done Mr President! 

The event coincided with the celebration of the granting of the Club’s Charter 65 
years ago and, therefore, the cost of £75 for a suitable birthday cake for the 
occasion was also met from Club funds. 

On the plus side, the President’s Night Raffle raised a staggering £560 which, 
again, has been transferred to the Charity Account pending confirmation about 
which organisations will benefit. 

Unfortunately, the Brewery visit scheduled for 20th March was called off 
immediately after 17 chaps had paid their £20 to attend the event and Roger D. 
had paid the money over to the brewery tour people. So, although the accounts 
show that the visit broke even, those who paid for it have still to receive a refund, 
not from the Club, but from the tour organisers via Roger, who will hopefully have 
some good news for us about that very soon. 

It became evident during the course of the year that the amount which had been 
previously agreed Members should pay for their meals at regular meetings, was 
insufficient to cover food, room charges and speakers’ meals. Therefore, a net 
shortage of £70 had to be covered by the Club during the year.  It seems clear that 
‘meeting ‘ costs to members will have to be increased and no doubt this issue will 
be discussed at the first Council meeting of the year, whenever that may be held. 

Charity Account  

Last year, £300 was carried forward to meet Immediate Past Chairman John 
Ward’s Charitable Donation to We love Lichfield and that award was finally made 
to them at the January 2020 meeting. 

In addition, the Club made donations of £50 to each of 8 organisations selected by 
speakers at various meetings, taking total donations to £700. 

On the other hand, the following sums flowed into the Charity Account during the 
year:  

Remembrance Lunch: £218.52 

Christmas Float: £475.00                                                                                                                                                                                                  

President’s Night Raffle: £560.00 (It is probable that RNLI and St Giles will receive 50% 
each) 
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After the Raffle monies have been disbursed, £1,241 will remain in the Charity 
Account, some of which will be allocated to the outgoing Chairman to make an 
award to his chosen Charity. 

Arboretum Account 

There was no activity on this account and the balance remains at £38.67. 

Club Treasurer’s Account 

As I have already touched upon, expenditure included the cost of wine 
traditionally provided to Members at the AGM and the Christmas meeting. Other 
outgoings included the Chairman’s Honorarium and the purchase of various items 
such as gifts for the outgoing Chairman and President. 

However, enhanced by modest surpluses earned from Members’ events, Club cash 
reserves remain fairly robust. 

Subscriptions for 2020/2021 will remain at the same level as last year, namely £45, 
but with a £10 discount for those who pay by 30 June 2020. Prompt payments 
direct to the Club’s Bank Account (30-95-04, account number 00843919) will help 
me enormously. Indeed, I would prefer not to receive cheques or cash at all for the 
time being, for obvious reasons.  When you make your payment, please advise me 
by email that you have done so using the following address:  

Lichfield41clubtreasurer@gmail.com 

Going forward, it will be appreciated if you will use that address for all 
correspondence to me regarding Club business. 

Ernie Murray                                                                                          
Treasurer   
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